Streamer Eyes

I've been using a lot of different methods for weighting the nose of the streamers I've been tying, including some hourglass shaped weights made of tungsten that will readily accept eyes, either painted or glued on like doll's eyes. I've been getting them at my favorite local fly shop, the local independently owned Bass Pro Shop. The manager is getting them from Wapsi. 

I found a number of different types of eyes that would work on deceivers, including some with pre-painted eyes at www.feather-craft.com. Angler's workshop also has a pretty good variety of types that you could try as well as Orvis and Cabela's on line stores. 

As far as tying the eyes on I always build up a mound of thread a little ahead and behind where the eyes will go on as that helps seat them. Then I will put a drop of head cement on the small mounds of thread I built up and in the saddle between them. I'll hold on to the eyes with one hand and make a few figure eight wraps around the center of the eyes until they will stay up by themselves. I'll make another few wraps by bring the thread over the shank of the eyes on one side then under the shank of the hook and back over the eyes on the other side, then back under the hook shank. I'll even make a few wraps reversing that process then finish off with a few more figure eight wraps on the whole thing. I use that process every time I am tying on bead chain or hourglass eyes. It is a good idea to have the eyes finished before you tie them on as it is difficult enough to paint them on before you have to worry about getting paint on parts of your fly you don't want painted. 

Some of the doll's eyes I have found have a glue on the back that adheres fairly well, although I would still coat them in a clear gloss coat just to be on the safe side. If you are going to paint them I would suggest that you not use the enamel paints unless you bake them,because it will chip off pretty easily. I'd also shy away from using acrylic or powder paint as you have to heat the object being painted and it makes it virtually impossible to paint the pupils of the eyes. Acrylic or powder paints are very durable and will resist chipping and flaking very well, but as I said it is difficult at best to get any detail. Vinyl paint works pretty well if you can stand the extremely strong odor and the noxious fumes. I would strongly suggest using it only outside as the scent will overpower your house in no time at all. I have used lacquer paint with some success although it does chip fairly easily. It isn't nearly as toxic as that vinyl paint, but it doesn't dry to as good a finish. With Lacquer paint I would suggest using at least one coat of a clear gloss coat. 
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